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CHILD CARE 
Statement 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [4.05 pm]:  As shadow minister for children, I remind the 
electors of Kalgoorlie, in considering the forthcoming federal election, that under the coalition’s childcare 
policy, more people in Australia and in this electorate will be able to afford child care.  The coalition’s 
arrangement for child care will be that more people will be better off financially in the short term.  The policy 
has the support of the Australian Federation of Child Care Associations.  For the benefit of members, I advise 
that the Federation of Child Care Associations is a broad umbrella group representing almost all the childcare 
centres in Western Australia.  I make reference to a table printed in The West Australian this morning.  I raise 
this issue because at every single event I have attended in Kalgoorlie over the past few days, women have raised 
with me the issue of child care.  It was first raised at the lunch to which we were invited by the Chamber of 
Minerals and Energy on Monday, when we arrived.  The issue was that it is very hard to attract families to this 
region because of the unpredictability of assured child care. 
The federal coalition has made a very big commitment this week to give a 30 per cent rebate for every child 
every week, as opposed to Labor’s proposition of one free day a week.  At present a family with an income of 
less that $32 000 using child care two days a week pays $40 a week.  Under Labor, it will pay $31, while under 
the coalition arrangement it would be $28.  The same family using child care four days a week now pays 
$104.32.  Under Labor, it will pay $83.36, and under the coalition $73.30 - that is $10 a week cheaper.  A 
middle-income family with a combined income of $81 500 using child care two days a week currently pay $108.  
Under Labor it will pay $82, while under the coalition it will pay $75.60.  The same family using child care four 
days a week currently pays $228.36.  Under Labor it will pay $196.18, and under the coalition it will pay $159.  
A high income family, with a combined income of $105 000 using child care two days a week now pays $153.  
It will pay $115 under Labor and $107 under the coalition.  The coalition’s childcare policy is clear support for 
people combining family and work responsibilities.  It is a continuation of the extension of childcare places for 
Australians, and a genuine effort to give a reduction every day of every week to parents with children.  The 
Labor approach of one free childcare day a week is little more than a gimmick, because it clearly does not take 
into consideration the situation in Western Australian.  The situation at the moment across Australia is that there 
is an urgent need for child care in the zero to three-year-old group.  The Labor Party is proposing to give three 
and four-year-olds one free childcare day a week.  The Western Australian coalition Government under Premier 
Richard Court gave every four-year-old child in Western Australia two days a week of free kindergarten, or early 
childhood education.  That equates to 20 hours a week.  The Labor Party is suggesting that 10 hours a week is 
the answer. 
 


